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Summary

Selecting the right variety depends on what constraints a farmer is facing (e.g. disease or iron-toxicity problems, 

African rice (Oryza glaberrima) and Asian rice (O. sativa subsp. indica), are expected to play a key role in rice 

cropping in inland-valley lowlands. Participatory Varietal Selection (PVS) is an effective tool to allow farmers 

to select varieties that suit their needs. 

systems be consulted to gain knowledge of what varieties have been released for inland-valley lowland 

rice (Oryza glaberrima O. sativa indica

Variety Ecology Height (cm) Growth Characteristics

duration (days)

Bouaké 189 Inland-valley 115 135 High yield

lowland

WITA 1 Inland-valley 115 130 Tolerance to iron toxicity;

lowland  resistant to blast; high yield                                                                                        

WITA 3 Inland-valley 105 125 Tolerance to iron toxicity;

lowland  resistant to blast; high yield

WITA 7 Inland-valley 115 130 Tolerance to rice yellow

lowland  mottle virus (RYMV); high yield

WITA 8 Inland-valley 112 125 Tolerance to RYMV; high yield

lowland

WITA 9 Irrigated and 95 120 Tolerance to RYMV; high yield

inland-valley

lowland
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it is crucial to involve farmers in the selection of varieties to ensure that such varieties respond to their 

see next page
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Table 10.2. PVS-R, PVS-E and CBSS involvement in the seed selection–diffusion 

Introduction PVS-R PVS- E Homologation CBSS

Year 0 Interesting

varieties

Year 1 Rice garden     

Year 2   Year 1 of farmer

  tests

Year 3 Year 2 of farmer

  tests 3–4 most selected Year 1 multi-location Pre-basic seeds 

    varieties compared  experiments  (station)

    with local variety

Year 4    3–4 most selected Year 2 multi-location Basic seeds

    varieties compared  tests and diffusion  (station)

    with local variety

Year 5 Beginning of CBSS

program


