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Reference 13 The seedling nursery

Summary

A good seedling nursery produces vigorous seedlings. This reference describes how to install and manage 

a nursery, from the soaking of the seed to the removing of the seedlings ready for transplanting.

Seed pre-germination

Preparation of the nursery

removal of seedlings, but the nursery should not be too 

sandy either, to prevent seedlings from drying out too

After puddling and leveling the area that will be used for 

serve as pathways for transplanters to pull the seedlings, 

sowing beds
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Nursery site

Sowing density 

of seeds per m

Make sure that good-quality seeds are used (germination test, see

Make sure that irrigation is well managed and protect the beds from birds, other animals and other 

Seedling age

recommended that transplanting be done when seedlings are two to three weeks old during the rainy 

Nursery water management
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During the dry season, it is advisable to drain the plot in the evening to avoid exposing the young

Nursery fertilization 

In case of poor soil fertility, or during the dry season, when growth is slower, it is recommended that 

Pulling seedlings

Pulling rice seedlings is a delicate operation that is too critical to be left to children (which is often the
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Figure 13.2. Water management in the nursery
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